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November 15, 2007

Dear Friends in Christ,

On July 7, 2007, our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, promulgated motu proprio,
the Apostolic Letter, Summorum Pontificum. The norms contained in this letter became
effective on September 14, 2007. In this letter, our Holy Father defined two forms of the
rule of prayer (Lex orandi) of the Catholic Church of Latin Rite: an ordinary form, as
contained in the Missale Romanum of Pope Paul VI, and an extraordinary form, as
contained in the Missale Romanum promulgated by Blessed John XXIIl. The guidelines
previously provided by Pope John Paul Il for the use of the Missal of Blessed John XXIII
are now replaced by the new norms promulgated by Pope Benedict XVI. | am certainly

grateful to the Holy Father for the clarity of the norms contained in Summorum
Pontificum.

In my first year as Bishop of Harrisburg, | was happy to grant permission for the
celebration of Holy Mass every Sunday and Holy Day, according to the Missal of
Blessed John XXIll, at Saint Lawrence Chapel in Harrisburg. | am very grateful to
Father Thomas Rozman and the Cathedral Parish for their openness and hospitality in
providing for the use of this beautiful church for the celebration of the Mass according to
the Missal of Blessed John XXIIl these past two and a half years.

In light of the prescriptions of Summorum Pontificum, it is my joy to announce the
appointment of a full-time Chaplain for the pastoral care of the community of the faithful
that celebrates the extraordinary form of the Roman Rite at Saint Lawrence Chapel. At
the presentation of Father George Gabet, superior of the Priestly Fraternity of Saint
Peter in the United States, | have appointed Father Frank Parrinello full-time Chaplain of
the community, with residence at the Saint Patrick Cathedral rectory. | am deeply
grateful to the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter for providing this priestly ministry in
Harrisburg.

It is also my joy to announce that the community of the faithful which worships at
Saint Lawrence Chapel according to the Missal of Blessed John XXIII shall be called the
Mater Dei Community, in honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, the Holy Mother of
God. The Mater Dei Community will officially come into existence on the First Sunday
of Advent of this year, December 2, 2007. Within the diocesan structure, this
chaplaincy will fall within the Secretariat for Catholic Life and Evangelization.



With the priestly ministry of a full-time chaplain, the Mater Dei Community will
have the offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass daily as well as the celebration of all
the sacraments and other rites of the Church according to the Missal of Blessed John
XXIl1, according to the prescriptions contained in Summorum Pontificum. The chaplain
of the Mater Dei Community will be available for visitation of the sick, both the
homebound and the hospitalized. He will also be available for pastoral counseling and
other priestly ministries as needed and requested.

The Mater Dei Community will begin programs of sacramental preparation and
catechetical instruction and may host other activities and programs under the direction
of the chaplain. It is my hope and prayer that the spiritual life of this community will
flourish and bear many good fruits for its members and for our diocese.

Catholics who so desire may choose to register as members of the Mafer Dei
Community, thus assuming rights and obligations which parallel membership in a
parish. The Mater Dei Community has the financial responsibility to provide the salary
and benefits for the chaplain as well as rent and utilities for the use of the Saint
Lawrence Chapel facilities of Saint Patrick Cathedral Parish. The Mater Dei Community
will also be assessed for the Bishop’s Annual Lenten Appeal and for students of the
Community who attend Catholic schools. Those who attend the liturgy according to the
Missal of Blessed John XXIll who choose not to register as members of the Mater Dei
Community will retain membership in their territorial parishes with the rights and
obligations that pertain to that membership.

I wish to extend my fervent best wishes to Father Parrinello and to all who
choose to become members of the Mafer Dei Community. As this new chaplaincy
begins, please know that you are especially remembered in my prayers. | offer for your
reflection the following words of Pope Benedict near the end of his beautiful Apostolic
Letter, Sacramentum Caritatis: the most holy mystery of the Eucharist “needs to be
firmly believed, devoutly celebrated and intensely lived in the Church. Jesus’ gift of
Himself in the sacrament which is the memorial of His passion tells us that the success
of our lives is found in our participation in the Trinitarian life offered to us truly and
definitively in Him. The celebration and worship of the Eucharist enable us to draw near
to God’s love and to persevere in that love until we are united with the Lord whom we
love.”

May the Holy Eucharist, the wondrous sacrament of charity, be the center of the
life and mission of the Mater Dei Community. And may the Mother of God intercede for
you as | commend your community to her loving care!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades
Bishop of Harrisburg




