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November 15, 2007

Dear Friends in Christ,

On July 7, 2007, our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, promulgated motu proprio,
the Apostolic Letter, Summorum Pontificum. The norms contained in this letter became
effective on September 14, 2007. In this letter, our Holy Father defined two forms of the
rule of prayer (Lex orandi) of the Catholic Church of Latin Rite: an ordinary form, as
contained in the Missale Romanum of Pope Paul VI, and an extraordinary form, as
contained in the Missale Romanum promulgated by Blessed John XXIIl. The guidelines
previously provided by Pope John Paul Il for the use of the Missal of Blessed John XXIII
are now replaced by the new norms promulgated by Pope Benedict XVI. | am certainly

grateful to the Holy Father for the clarity of the norms contained in Summorum
Pontificum.

In my first year as Bishop of Harrisburg, | was happy to grant permission for the
celebration of Holy Mass every Sunday and Holy Day, according to the Missal of
Blessed John XXIll, at Saint Lawrence Chapel in Harrisburg. | am very grateful to
Father Thomas Rozman and the Cathedral Parish for their openness and hospitality in
providing for the use of this beautiful church for the celebration of the Mass according to
the Missal of Blessed John XXIIl these past two and a half years.

In light of the prescriptions of Summorum Pontificum, it is my joy to announce the
appointment of a full-time Chaplain for the pastoral care of the community of the faithful
that celebrates the extraordinary form of the Roman Rite at Saint Lawrence Chapel. At
the presentation of Father George Gabet, superior of the Priestly Fraternity of Saint
Peter in the United States, | have appointed Father Frank Parrinello full-time Chaplain of
the community, with residence at the Saint Patrick Cathedral rectory. | am deeply
grateful to the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter for providing this priestly ministry in
Harrisburg.

It is also my joy to announce that the community of the faithful which worships at
Saint Lawrence Chapel according to the Missal of Blessed John XXIII shall be called the
Mater Dei Community, in honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, the Holy Mother of
God. The Mater Dei Community will officially come into existence on the First Sunday
of Advent of this year, December 2, 2007. Within the diocesan structure, this
chaplaincy will fall within the Secretariat for Catholic Life and Evangelization.






